Second Written Opinion 

III. 

I (the Examiner) cannot provide any opinion because the description of the 
specification, claims or drawings (indicated below) or claim 6 is unclear (shown in detail 
below). 

Claim 6 is dependent from Claim 5, which cites Claim 4. However, either Claim 4 
or 5 discloses a spring pawl. 

I (the Examiner) cannot provide any opinion because all of the Claims or Claims 4 
and 5 lack sufficient support in the specification (shown in detail below). 

It is not disclosed that, in Claim 4, a ratchet is equipped with a lock bar, and that, in 
Claim 5, the ratchet is surrounded by resin material. 

V 

2. References and Description Thereof 

Reference 1 : Paragraphs 104 to 119 and Figures 4 to 7 of Japanese Patent Application 
laid-open No. 2004-42782 (applicant: KABUSHUCI KAISHA 

TOKAI-RIKA-DENKI-SEISAKUSHO), filed on February 2, 2004; European Patent No. 
1382498 A; and U.S. Patent No. 2004-75008 A 

Reference 2: Figures 1 and 2 of Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No. 2001-225720 A 
(applicant: TAKATACorp.) filed on August 21, 2001; and U. S. Patent No. 6494395 B 
Reference 3 : Figure 2 of a microfilm having photographed description and drawings 
originally attached to the request for Japanese Application for Utility Model Registration No. 
63-151483 (Publication of Application for Utility Model Registration No. 2-71055) recorded 
thereon (applicant: Ashimori Industry Co., Ltd.), May 30, 1990 (no family application). 
The inventions according to Claims 1 to 3 lack inventive steps on the basis of 
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Reference 1 (paragraphs 104 to 119, Figures 4 to 7), Reference 2 (Figures 1 and 2) and 
Reference 3 (Figure 2), all of the References have been cited in the international search report. 
A person skilled in the art could have easily conceived of combining a structure of a clutch 
mechanism supported by a case described in References 2 and 3 with a rotating body (clutch 
90) having a slider (block 146) and a lock bar (pawl 130) described in Reference 1 . The 
torque limiter in Reference 1 functions as the spring pawl according to Claim 3. 

VII. 

I (the Examiner) have found the following defects on the style or contents of the 
present international application. 

In Claim 2, there is a contradiction between the description "the clutch comprises a 
case and a rotating body" and the description "the clutch is rotatably supported by the case". 

Claim 6 is dependent from Claim 5, which is in turn dependent from Claim 4. 
However, either Claim 4 or 5 discloses a spring pawl. 

vni 

Opinion regarding clarity in Claims, specification and drawings, or sufficient support 
of Claims by the specification will be given below. 

IT is not sufficiently supported by the specification that, in Claim 4, a ratchet is 
equipped with a lock bar, and that, in Claim 5, the ratchet is surrounded by resin material. 

Additional 

(Continued from I. 4.) 

It is not disclosed in the description originally attached to the request for 
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international application that, in Claim 4, the ratchet is equipped with a lock bar, and that, in 
Claim 5, the ratchet is surrounded by resin material. Thus, Claims 4 to 6 include matters that 
have not been disclosed in the international application as filed. 
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